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(57) ABSTRACT

A gas turbine jet engine having a main flow channel and a
housing structure which radially surrounds this main flow
channel. A housing gas flow flows in the same direction as the
main flow in the main flow channel, the housing structure
having a flow conducting assembly. The flow of the housing
gas flow to and/or along the main flow channel may be
adjusted by adjusting a flow conducting sheet.
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FLOW CONDUCTING ASSEMBLY FOR
COOLING THE LOW-PRESSURE TURBINE
HOUSING OF A GAS TURBINE JET ENGINE

This claims the benefit of European Patent Application EP
12179768.2-1267, filed Aug. 9, 2012 and hereby incorpo-
rated by reference herein.

The present invention relates to a gas turbine jet engine
having a main flow channel and a housing structure which
radially surrounds this main flow channel and in which a
housing gas flow flows in the same direction as the main flow
in the main flow channel.

BACKGROUND

In gas turbine jet engines, housing components must be
cooled to bring the housing components to a tolerable tem-
perature for the housing, since the housing is subjected to
high temperatures by the combustion processes in the com-
bustion chamber and the resulting hot combustion gases.
Moreover, the cooling of the housing components is also used
to adjust, for example, the size of the clearances between the
turbine moving blades of the low-pressure turbine and a seal-
ing structure situated on a housing structure, the so-called
“outer air seal.” The adjustment of this clearance between the
turbine moving blades and the sealing structure on the hous-
ing influences the efficiency of the low-pressure turbine, and
it varies depending on the load on the gas turbine jet engine,
since the temperatures and the centrifugal forces occurring in
the turbine blades, and thus the corresponding dimensions,
may change under different loads on the engine. For this
reason, it is already known to use a so-called active clearance
control (ACC), in which, in a gas turbine jet engine having a
multi-shaft dual-flow design, cooling air is taken from a
bypass flow or secondary flow, which is generated by a front
fan, and directed through corresponding lines and openings in
the housing structure, between the bypass flow and main flow
onto the inner wall of the housing structure which is situated
in the main flow in the area of the low-pressure turbine.

DE 35409 43 A1 shows a gas turbine jet engine illustrated
in FIG. 1, which includes, in sequence from left to right, a
front fan 1, a high pressure compressor 2, an annular com-
bustion chamber 3, and a high pressure compressor drive
turbine 4, downstream from which a low-pressure turbine 5 is
aero-thermodynamically connected for the purpose of driv-
ing front fan 1.

Front fan 1 is coupled with low-pressure turbine 5 via a
shared inner rotor system 6. In the high pressure or gas gen-
erator part, high pressure compressor 2 and associated com-
pressor drive turbine 4 are coupled with each other via a
shared rotor system 7. Rotor system 7 coaxially surrounds
part of rotor system 6. The principle portion of the air flow
supplied by front fan 1 (bypass or secondary air flow S)is fed
into secondary channel 8 of the engine for the purpose of
generating propulsion thrust; a remaining portion S' of the air
flow supplied by front fan 1 reaches high pressure compressor
2 of the gas generator. The hot gas flow escaping from low-
pressure turbine 5 is also used to generate propulsion thrust.

In an engine of this type, principle turbine components
must normally be cooled for the purpose of managing the hot
gas temperatures. For example, it would be possible to cool
the inlet stationary blades of high pressure turbine 4 and also,
for example, the moving blades of high pressure turbine 4 as
well as, if necessary, for example, the stationary blades of the
second stage of high pressure turbine 4. The compressor air
used for the aforementioned cooling situations of high pres-
sure turbine 4 may be taken from one or multiple suitable
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locations of high pressure compressor 2 and made available
for the appropriate application, e.g., via the applicable inner
rotor system. It is known to apply cooling air to relevant
ring-shaped housing structures 9 and 10 of high pressure and
low-pressure turbines 4 and 5 via comparatively costly and
complicated pipe distribution systems, this cooling air being
taken from the secondary channel of the engine.

In the engine in FIG. 1, a secondary air portion removed
from the bypass flow is furthermore taken from the secondary
flow via openings 11 situated in wall 12 of secondary channel
8 in the immediate vicinity of the relevant turbine housing
structure (e.g., low-pressure turbine 5 in this case) for the
purpose of cooling the turbine components and optimizing
the blade clearance, and this secondary air portion is blown
out against turbine housing structure 10 by way of an impact
cooling (arrow F).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, efficiency losses occur due to the removal of air
from the bypass flow. Furthermore, additional pipelines are
needed to conduct the air from the bypass flow to the low-
pressure turbine housing. This, in turn, results in the engine
having a greater weight.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a possi-
bility of cooling housing structures and, in particular, the
low-pressure turbine housing of a gas turbine jet engine
which does not have or at least reduces the disadvantages of
the prior art. In particular, an effective cooling of housing
areas on the main flow channel and, in particular, the low-
pressure turbine housing, is to be easily facilitated.

The present invention is based on the idea that a so-called
housing gas flow or vent flow in the housing structure sur-
rounding the main flow channel may be used for cooling the
housing areas on the main flow channel of a gas turbine jet
engine and, in particular, a low-pressure turbine housing if a
flow conducting assembly is provided, with the aid of which
the flow of'the housing gas flow to and/or along the main flow
channel may be adjusted so that air or gas flow already present
in the housing structure is controlled and used to cool corre-
sponding areas of the housing structure, for example the wall
areas, preferably of the low-pressure turbine housing, adja-
cent to the main flow channel. Accordingly, the separate
removal of cooling air from the bypass flow or secondary flow
may be dispensed with, which results in an improvement of
the efficiency. In addition, it is not necessary to provide any
complex lines for conducting the cooling air from the bypass
flow.

The flow conducting assembly may include at least one
flow conducting sheet which divides the housing gas flow into
at least two partial flows, so that one partial flow may be
conducted near the main flow channel in the housing struc-
ture, and the other partial flow runs at a distance from the main
flow channel in the housing structure. In this way, it is pos-
sible to achieve a corresponding cooling effect in the desired
locations of the housing structure by targeted division of the
housing gas flow into at least two or multiple partial flows
which are conducted in different areas of the housing struc-
ture.

For this purpose, the partial flow channels may be designed
in such a way that they may be closed and/or throttled, so that
the flow speed in the partial flow channels is variable and/or
no housing gas flow at all is conducted in the partial flow
channel if it is closed.

Additionally or alternatively, the flow conducting sheet
may have an adjustable design for the purpose of variably
adjusting the partial flows, and/or it may have multiple vari-
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ably closable openings, so that in addition to varying the flow
speed in the partial flow channels, the quantity of the gas flow
through the partial flow channels may also be adjusted. The
corresponding cooling effect may also be influenced thereby.

The flow conducting assembly may have valves and/or
throttle valves for adjusting the gas flow and/or for closing
openings.

The housing gas flow may be controlled and/or regulated
with the aid of the flow conducting assembly in such a way
that different cooling effects may be achieved in certain loca-
tions of the housing structure. For this purpose, a controller
and/or regulator may be provided which may control the
settings of the different components of the flow conducting
assembly, for example valves, throttle valves, flow conduct-
ing sheets and the like.

Feeding back ascertained parameters, such as tempera-
tures, into certain areas of the housing structure makes it
possible to implement a regulator, with the aid of which the
division and/or distribution of the housing gas flow may be
automated in such a way that the desired cooling effect and, in
particular, a desired radial clearance may be set between the
turbine blades of the low-pressure turbine and the low-pres-
sure turbine housing or a sealing structure situated thereon.

The present invention having a flow conducting assembly
in a housing structure which surrounds the main flow channel
may be implemented in gas turbine jet engines having both a
dual-flow design and a single-flow design, i.e., with or with-
out a bypass channel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The attached drawings show a purely schematic represen-
tation as follows:

FIG. 1 shows a partial axial section of a gas turbine jet
engine according to the prior art;

FIG. 2 shows a partial sectional view of a gas turbine jet
engine according to the present invention; and

FIG. 3 shows a sectional view of another exemplary
embodiment of a gas turbine jet engine according to the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Additional advantages, characteristics and features of the
present invention are clarified in the following detailed
description of exemplary examples on the basis of the
appended drawings. However, the present invention is not
limited to these exemplary embodiments.

FIG. 2 shows a partial axial section of a gas turbine jet
engine according to the present invention in the area of low-
pressure turbine 21. Main flow channel 20, in which the
combustion gases flow in the direction of low-pressure tur-
bine 21, is only partially illustrated.

Main flow channel 20 is coaxially surrounded by a housing
structure 22, which limits the main flow channel. In addition,
similarly to the gas turbine jet engine in FIG. 1, the gas turbine
jet engine partially illustrated in FIG. 2 has a bypass flow
channel 23 in which an air flow generated by a front fan flows
for the purpose of generating a propulsion thrust. Bypass flow
channel 23 is limited by housing structure 22, on the one side,
and by an outer housing 24, on the other side.

A so-called housing gas flow, which is also referred to as a
vent flow and which is always present according to specific
ventilation requirements of housing structure 22, flows in
housing structure 22, which is located between main flow
channel 20 and bypass flow channel 23.
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As shown in FIG. 2, housing structure 22 has a flow con-
ducting assembly 25, which includes a flow conducting sheet
26 and throttle valves or valves 27, 28, in the area of the
low-pressure turbine.

With the aid of flow conducting sheet 26, the housing gas
flow is divided into two partial flows: one partial flow which
runs in the vicinity of main flow channel 20 and one partial
flow which runs at a distance from main flow channel 20.

Flow conducting sheet 26 is adjustable, for example it may
be swiveled, tilted or shifted, so that the flow cross-section
may be variably adjusted for the partial flows of the housing
gas flow. In this way, the gas mass flowing in the one partial
flow or the other partial flow may be adjusted, and the heat
transfer may thus be influenced. Due to the different flow
ratios, the cooling settings may also be made for the outer wall
of main flow channel 20 or the components situated therein,
for example low-pressure turbine 21. By correspondingly
adjusting the cooling by dividing the housing gas flow, it is
also possible to set a clearance between the low-pressure
turbine moving blades and a sealing structure or run-in coat-
ing (not illustrated) provided on housing structure 22.

Flow conducting sheet 26 may also be fixedly situated,
whereby the throttle valves or valves 27, 28 influence the
through-flow, or the through-flow may be set with regard to
the flow speed by adjusting the valves.

Individual partial flow channels may also be completely
sealed off by throttling the partial flows or closing individual
partial flow channels via throttle valves or valves 27 and 28.
After it passes through partial flow channels, the housing gas
flow leaves housing structure 22 via opening 29 in the direc-
tion of bypass flow 23.

In connection with flow conducting assembly 25, a con-
troller and/or regulator may be provided for carrying out the
adjustment of the flow conducting assembly with the aid of
detected parameters, such as temperatures on housing struc-
ture 22, for the purpose of achieving the desired cooling
effect.

FIG. 3 shows another specific embodiment of a gas turbine
jet engine according to the present invention, identical or
comparable components being provided with the same refer-
ence numerals as in FIG. 2. Accordingly, these components
will not be described again.

Flow conducting assembly 25' provided in the specific
embodiment in FIG. 3 differs from flow conducting assembly
25 in the specific embodiment in FIG. 2 in that flow conduct-
ing sheet 26' provided therein is not adjustable but has mul-
tiple openings 30 having valves and/or throttle valves, so that
more or less gas flow may escape from the flow channel for
the housing gas flow, limited by flow conducting sheet 26',
depending on the adjustment of the throttle valves and/or
valves in opening 30, so that the cooling effect on low-pres-
sure turbine 21 may be set by the degree of escape and/or the
flow speed in the flow channel. A throttle valve or a valve 31
at the outlet opening of the flow channel limited by flow
conducting sheet 26' is used for this purpose. The housing gas
flow, in turn, leaves housing structure 22 through opening 29
in housing structure 22, as in the specific embodiment in FIG.
2.

In the specific embodiment in FIG. 3, the cooling of the
outer wall of main flow channel 20 and, in particular, the area
of the low-pressure turbine may also be set with the aid of a
corresponding control and/or regulating device, and a clear-
ance between the moving blades of the low-pressure turbine
and a sealing structure, the so-called outer air seal, may thus
be set.

Although the present invention was described in detail on
the basis of exemplary embodiments, it is a matter of course
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to those skilled in the art that the present invention is not
limited to these exemplary embodiments, but instead modi-
fications are possible in such a way that individual features
may be omitted or different combinations of features may be
implemented, provided that this does not depart from the
scope of protection of the attached claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A gas turbine jet engine comprising:

a main flow channel,

a housing structure radially surrounding the main flow
channel, a housing gas flow flowing in the housing struc-
ture in a same direction as a main flow in the main flow
channel, the housing structure having an adjustable flow
conducting assembly including at least one flow con-
ducting sheet dividing the housing gas flow into a first
partial flow running near the main flow channel and a
second partial flow running at a distance from the main
flow channel, the flow conducting sheet being adjustable
or having variable closable openings so that a gas mass
flowing in the first partial flow or the second partial flow
is adjustable; wherein the flow conducting assembly is
situated in the area of a low-pressure turbine; and

aradially outer bypass flow channel having an outer hous-
ing, so that the housing structure, together with the flow
conducting assembly, is situated between the bypass
flow channel and the main flow channel.

2. The gas turbine jet engine as recited in claim 1 wherein

channels for the first and second partial flows are closable or
throttled.
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3. The gas turbine jet engine as recited in claim 1 wherein
the flow conducting assembly has valves for closing openings
or adjusting the gas flow.

4. The gas turbine as jet engine recited in claim 3 wherein
the valves are throttle valves.

5. The gas turbine jet as recited in claim 3 wherein the flow
conducting sheet is fixedly situated, the valves adjustable to
adjust the gas mass flowing in the first partial flow or the
second partial flow.

6. The gas turbine jet engine as recited in claim 1 further
comprising a controller or regulator controlling or regulating
the housing gas flow with the aid of the flow conducting
assembly.

7. The gas turbine jet as recited in claim 6 wherein the
controller or regulator carries out adjustment of the flow
conducting assembly in dependence on a temperature of the
housing structure.

8. The gas turbine jet as recited in claim 1 wherein the flow
conducting sheet is swivable.

9. The gas turbine jet as recited in claim 1 wherein the flow
conducting assembly has two throttle valves located at a
downstream end of the flow conducting sheet.

10. The gas turbine jet as recited in claim 1 wherein the
housing structure has an exit opening in the direction of a
bypass flow flowing around the housing structure.
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